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REVISED CONSENT CALENDAR AGENDA

Meeting of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of Commissioners
County Board Room, County Building
Tuesday, July 22, 2014, 10:00 A.M.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

CONSENT CALENDAR

14‑0376
Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

HONORING THE FOREST PRESERVES FOR RECEIVING FOUR AWARDS FROM THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION OFFICALS

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2014, the Forest Preserves received four awards from the National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials at their annual, national awards event in New Orleans, Louisiana, which recognizes and honors excellence in county, regional and special district level parks and recreation throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Wild Indigo Nature Explorations program received the Park and Recreation Program ‑ Class I award for its innovative outreach approach which is as an excellent example of how to better connect urban communities with nature and how to build advocates for biodiversity conservation; and

WHEREAS, the Next Century Conservation Plan received the Planning Initiative award for its collaborative and ambitious vision that calls for transforming the forest preserves into places that foster diversity of plants, animals, and habitats and welcomes diverse people; and

WHEREAS, the Chicago Area Mountain Bikers organization received the Outstanding Support Organization award for their exceptional contribution to trail improvements, cycling safety, and support of the mission of the Forest Preserves and nurturing positive relationships with diverse recreation users; and

WHEREAS, Gary Morrissey received the Outstanding Volunteer award for his 	exceptional support of the Forest Preserves’ mission and for sharing his skills and love 	of nature to build the next generation of conservation leaders; and




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Arnold L. Randall, General 	Superintendent; Toni Preckwinkle, President; and the Board of Commissioners of the 	Preserves thank and congratulate the Forest Preserves’ staff, program partners, and 	volunteers for their commitment to protect and preserve the remarkable nature of the Forest Preserves. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be presented to the Forest Preserves’ awardees as a token of appreciation for their service to the Forest Preserves of Cook County and the residents of Cook County. 


14‑0384
Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

HONORING THE FOREST PRESERVES FOR RECEIVING THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE’S 2014 VISION AWARD
WHEREAS, on June 4, 2014, the Forest Preserves received  the Urban Land Institute’s 2014 Vision Award for its Camping Master Plan (the Plan); and

WHEREAS, the Vision Award honors organizations and individuals who are committed to building sustainable communities, fostering dynamic relationships and innovative problem solving; and

WHEREAS, the Plan is important to the Forest Preserves’ Centennial goals of connecting more people to nature and the wealth of outdoor recreation and education opportunities available to them at the forest preserves; and

WHEREAS, the Plan was recognized for its high standard of excellence in design, 	economics, construction, marketing and management and for creatively solving complex land use challenges including the preservation of open space; and

WHEREAS, the Plan has been recognized as a visionary effort that will contribute to 	the growth and vibrancy of the communities of Cook County; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Arnold L. Randall, General 	Superintendent; Toni Preckwinkle, President; and the Board of Commissioners of the 	Preserves congratulate the Forest Preserves for this important recognition. 



14‑0392
Sponsored by: JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of Commissioner and TONI PRECKWINKLE, President, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board and JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESÚS G. GARCÍA, ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN, GREGG GOSLIN, JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, STANLEY MOORE, ROBERT B. STEELE, and LARRY SUFFREDIN, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of Commissioners

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

RECOGNIZING THE CHICAGO ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, LINCOLN PARK ZOO, AND SHEDD AQUARIUM FOR THEIR EFFORTS TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THE PLIGHT OF AFRICAN ELEPHANTS
WHEREAS, Increasing demand for ivory is fueling the brutal slaughter of African elephants; and

WHEREAS, Illegal trade in elephant ivory is the most significant threat to Africa’s elephant populations and is driving the mass slaughter of elephants, especially across Central and Eastern Africa; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, Approximately 35,000 wild African elephants were poached in 2012 because of the demand for their tusks, which contain ivory; and 

WHEREAS, The wild African elephant population has declined from 1.2 million in 1980 to just 420,000 in 2012, and Central Africa’s forest elephant populations have declined by 75% in the last decade due to illegal poaching for ivory; and

WHEREAS, Elephant ivory currently sells for about $3,000 per kilogram, representing a value of $20,000 per elephant; and

WHEREAS, With an estimated value between $10 billion and $20 billion per year, the illegal wildlife trade is a major trans-national crime run by professional criminal networks and is strongly linked to other trans-national organized criminal activities such as narcotics, weapons, and human-trafficking; and

WHEREAS, There is significant evidence that illegal trade in high-value wildlife parts, including elephant ivory, is being used as a source for financing criminal organizations and armed groups that pose a threat to U.S. economic and security interests in Africa and elsewhere, including the Lord’s Resistance Army, al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda, Sudanese militias, and other groups with potential terrorist ties; and

WHEREAS, The State Department of the United States has provided that criminal organizations’ involvement in wildlife trafficking “perpetuates corruption, threatens the rule of law and border security in fragile regions, and destabilizes communities that depend on wildlife for biodiversity and eco-tourism”; and

WHEREAS, In 1989, the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) banned the international commercial trade in ivory; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, the import, export, interstate trade, and commercial sale of ivory removed from the wild after the CITES ban (and in some cases even earlier) is illegal, with a few exceptions; and

WHEREAS, In many cases, documented ivory predating the 1989 ban (called “pre-convention” ivory) can be traded. However, laws vary by state and by species; and

WHEREAS, A major challenge to effective enforcement is that parallel legal ivory markets serve as a cover for illegal ivory from recently killed elephants as it is extremely difficult to distinguish between legal ivory, including antiques and illegal ivory, once it is within our borders, therefore parallel legal ivory markets are contributing to the elephant poaching across Africa; and

WHEREAS, With limited enforcement, minimum penalties in addition to elaborate forgery schemes, traffickers are able to get illegal ivory into the U.S. market; and

WHEREAS, As long as demand for ivory remains high and enforcement effort is low, the legal trade will continue to serve as a front and criminal syndicates will continue to drive elephant poaching across Africa, which will lead to the extinction of wild elephants in Africa; and

WHEREAS, The United States is the world’s second largest importer and market after China for ivory sales, and because current laws allow for the legal trade in certain ivory products, and include broad loopholes and exemptions, there is significant illegal trade in ivory in the United States; and

WHEREAS, As the United States reaches out to China, the world’s largest ivory consumer nation, and other countries to crack down on the illegal ivory trade it is important for the United States and for the State of Illinois to stop the trade within our own borders and lead by example; and

WHEREAS, States have an opportunity to lead the way during this critical time for Africa’s elephants by establishing moratoria on the sale of all elephant ivory and ivory products; and 

WHEREAS, States can eliminate the significant enforcement challenge posed by the legal ivory trade, raise consumer awareness, reduce poaching pressures on elephants, and set a critical example for other state and federal lawmakers as well as other countries; and 

WHEREAS, the Chicago Zoological Society, which manages the Brookfield Zoo, the Lincoln Park Zoo and Shedd Aquarium are three Illinois-based organizations accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums that operate significant wildlife conservation programs locally and around the world; and

WHEREAS, the Chicago Zoological Society, Lincoln Park Zoo, and Shedd Aquarium are partnering with the Wildlife Conservation Society, an international conservation organization that has launched “96 Elephants” a campaign named for the number of elephants killed each day in 2012 by poachers to raise awareness about the alarming rate at which wild African elephants are being poached because of the demand for ivory; to generate action in support of elephants and raise consumer awareness; and to encourage state and federal lawmakers to eliminate the significant enforcement challenge posed by the legal ivory trade; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That, I, Toni Preckwinkle, along with the members of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of Commissioners and on behalf of all citizens of Cook County, recognize the Chicago Zoological Society, Lincoln Park Zoo, and Shedd Aquarium for their efforts to raise awareness of the plight of African elephants including a need for a statewide moratoria on all ivory sales; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this resolution be tendered to Dr. Stuart Strahl, President and CEO of the Chicago Zoological Society and Director of the Brookfield Zoo; to Dr. Kevin Bell, President and CEO of Lincoln Park Zoo; and to Ted A. Beattie, President and CEO of Shedd Aquarium in recognition of their support of a U.S. moratorium on illegal ivory, bolstering protection of African elephants, and educating the public about the link between ivory consumption and the elephant poaching crisis. 
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