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Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Board of Commissioners

Minutes of the Real Estate Committee

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 9:30 AM Virtual Meeting
ATTENDANCE
Present: Anaya, Aguilar, Arroyo, Britton, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Lowry, Miller,

Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri, Sims and Suffredin (16)

Absent: Moore (Excused) (1)

PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Chairman Anaya asked the Secretary to the Board to call upon the registered public speakers,
in accordance with Cook County Code, Sec. 2-107(dd)

No public speakers

21-0276

COMMITTEE MINUTES

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 04/13/2021

A motion was made by Commissioner Silvestri, seconded by Commissioner Degnen, to
approve 21-0276. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Anaya, Aguilar, Arroyo, Britton, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Lowry, Miller,
Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri, Sims and Suffredin (16)

Absent: Moore (1)

21-0223
Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

EASEMENT REQUEST
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Request: Requesting authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to
grant a permanent easement and a temporary easement to Illinois Department of Transportation
(“IDOT”) at IL Route 7 (Southwest Highway) and 131st Street in the Groundhog Slough forest preserve
for less than 0.2 acres for roadway improvements.

Reason: Permanent and temporary easements are needed at the northwest corner of Southwest
Highway and 131st Street as part of a larger drainage improvement project between 131st and 135th
Streets. This road segment has experienced severe flooding due to inadequate drainage infrastructure.
Stormwater would be conveyed via new storm sewers and improved ditches to Mill Creek and the Cal

Sag Channel. The proposed drainage improvements will allow for more effective management of the
water levels at McGinnis Slough, which drains via storm sewer to the ditch along Southwest Highway.

A small permanent easement is needed on Forest Preserves land adjoining the roadways for slight
roadway widening, installation of traffic signal equipment, an underground drainage culvert, and a roadside
ditch. A Forest Preserves sign will need to be relocated.

A small temporary easement is also needed for period of five (5) years to construct the improvements.

The area for the permanent easement is 0.078 acres and the area for the temporary easement is 0.064
acres. IDOT indicates that O trees are expected to be removed for this project.

Easement Fee: $6,800.00, including $5,900.00 for permanent and $900.00 for temporary easements

Tree Mitigation Fee: N/A

Concurrence(s):

The Chief Financial Officer has approved this item. Final easements are subject to legal review and
approval.

District(s): 17

A motion was made by Commissioner Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Sims, to approve 21-
0223. The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Anaya, Aguilar, Arroyo, Britton, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Johnson, Lowry, Miller,
Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri, Sims and Suffredin (15)

Absent: Moore and Gainer (2)

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Degnen, to adjourn.
The motion carried by the following vote:
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Ayes: Anaya, Aguilar, Arroyo, Britton, Daley, Deer, Degnen, Gainer, Johnson, Lowry, Miller,
Morrison, Morrison, Silvestri, Sims and Suffredin (16)

Absent: Moore (1)

Respectfully submitted,

o 8. Ll

Chair Secretary

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://fpdcc.legistar.com.
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