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PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Authorization as a public speaker shall only be granted to those individuals who have submitted in writing, 

their name, address, subject matter, and organization (if any) to the Secretary 24 hours in advance of the 

meeting. Duly authorized public speakers shall be called upon to deliver testimony at a time specified in 

the meeting agenda. Authorized public speakers who are not present during the specified time for public 

testimony will forfeit their allotted time to speak at the meeting. Public testimony must be germane to a 

specific item(s) on the meeting agenda, and the testimony must not exceed three minutes; the Secretary 

will keep track of the time and advise when the time for public testimony has expired. Persons authorized 

to provide public testimony shall not use vulgar, abusive, or otherwise inappropriate language when 

addressing the Board; failure to act appropriately; failure to speak to an item that is germane to the 

meeting, or failure to adhere to the time requirements may result in expulsion from the meeting and/or 

disqualify the person from providing future testimony.

PRESIDENT

20-0012

Sponsored by: TONI PRECKWINKLE (President), Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of 

Commissioners

PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Ordinance for the Levy of Taxes for the Year 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County:

Section 1.  That this Ordinance is and the same is hereby termed the “Ordinance for the Levy of Taxes 

for the Year 2020.”

Section 2. That the Committee on Finance of the Board of Commissioners of the Forest Preserve District 

of Cook County Illinois has considered the subject of the Annual Tax Levy for the year 2020 and the 

several sums necessary to be levied to meet the needs and requirements of the Forest Preserve District of 

Cook County for said year and has recommended that this ordinance for the levy of taxes be adopted.

Section 3.  That the Commissioners of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County, heretofore having 

approved and adopted the Annual Appropriation Ordinance for the Forest Preserve District of Cook 

County for the year commencing January 1, 2020 at its meeting held November 19, 2019, which ordinance 

was published by authority of said Board as provided by law and which portion of said Appropriation 

Ordinance pertaining to Fund and Departmental Appropriations (together with marginal columns captioned 

“ Payable from the Tax Levy” and “Payable from sources other than the Tax Levy” where applicable) is 

set forth hereinafter.

Section 4.  That the sum of Ninety Nine Million, Two Hundred and Eighty Nine Thousand, and Three 
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Dollars and No Cents ($99,289,003), being the sum of Appropriations heretofore legally made which are to 

be paid from the collection of the Annual Tax Levy of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County, 

Illinois for the Levy Year 2020 A.D. for the corporate purposes, for the construction of improvements and 

development of the forests and lands, for payment for principal and interest on bonded debt, for payment 

for contributions to Employees’ Annuity and Benefit Fund, and for the payment of amounts to the Chicago 

Zoological Society and the Chicago Horticultural Society, all as adopted by the Board of Commissioners of 

the Forest Preserve District of Cook County at its meeting held November 19, 2019 and published by the 

authority of said Board according to law, is hereby levied on all the taxable property within said Forest 

Preserve District of Cook County, Illinois for the Levy Year 2020 being composed of the specific amounts 

for the various purposes herein before named.

Forest Preserve District of Cook County, Illinois

ANNUAL TAX LEVY ORDINANCE

FOR THE YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2020

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS AND SOURCES THEREOF

ALL FUNDS

Section 5.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.

Fund Amount of Payable from Payable from 

Appropriation The Tax Levy Sources Other 

Than the Tax Levy

Corporate 63,529,304 52,562,375 10,966,929

Self-Insurance 8,540,000 0 8,540,000

Const. & Development 6,790,000 7,000,000 -210,000

Bond & Interest 16,830,550 12,834,300 3,996,250

Employee Annuity & Benefit 4,066,375 3,659,331 407,044

Real Estate Acquisition 850,000 0 850,000

Capital Improvement 500,000 0 500,000

Resident Watchmen 223,000 0 223,000

Chicago Zoological 14,389,505 14,284,927 104,578

Chicago Horticultural 8,932,778 8,948,070 -15,292

Total $124,651,512 $99,289,003 $25,362,509 

Effective date: This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon adoption. 

COMMISSIONERS

20-0105

Sponsored by: LARRY SUFFREDIN, Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of 

Commissioners
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

ORDINANCE REQUIRING GENDER NEUTRALITY IN CODE LANGUAGE

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Cook County Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners, that Title I 

-  ADMINISTRATIVE, Chapter 1 - OFFICIAL FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT CODE, Section 

1-1-3: - AMENDMENTS and Chapter 3 - DEFINITIONS, Section 1-3-1: - CONSTRUCTION OF 

WORDS of the Cook County Forest Preserve District Code is hereby amended as Follows:

1-1-3: - AMENDMENTS.

A. Any ordinance amending the Forest Preserve District Code shall set forth the title, 

chapter and section number of the section or sections to be amended, and this shall 

constitute sufficient compliance with any statutory requirement pertaining to the 

amendment or revision by ordinance of any part of this District Code. All such 

amendments or revisions by ordinance shall be immediately forwarded to the codifiers and 

the said ordinance materials shall be prepared for insertion in its proper place in each copy 

of this District Code. Each such replacement page shall be properly identified and shall be 

inserted in each individual copy of the Forest Preserve District Code.

B. The Forest Preserve District Code is hereby amended to remove all gender-specific 

references within the Code. All future amendments to the Code shall be drafted with 

gender-neutral language.

· 1-3-1: - CONSTRUCTION OF WORDS.

Plural to include singular: Whenever any word in any section of this Forest Preserve District Code 

importing the plural number is used in describing or referring to any matters, parties or persons, any single 

matter, party or person shall be deemed to be included, although distributive words may not have been 

used. 

Singular to include plural: When any subject matter, party or person is referred to in this Forest Preserve 

District Code by words importing the singular number only, or the masculine gender, several matters, 

parties or persons, and females as well as males and bodies corporate shall be deemed to be included.

; provided, that t These rules of construction shall not be applied to any section of this Forest Preserve 

District Code which contains any express provision excluding such construction or where the subject 

matter or context may be repugnant thereto.

The word "ordinance" contained in the ordinances of the Forest Preserve District has 

been changed in the content of this District Code to "Title," "Chapter," "Section" and/or 

"subsection" or words of like import for organizational and clarification purposes only. 

Such change to the Forest Preserve District's ordinances is not meant to amend passage 

and effective dates of such original ordinances.

Each of the words "woods," "timber," "forest" and "preserve," whenever used in this Code, 

means land owned by the Forest Preserve District of Cook County.
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Effective date:  This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon adoption. 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

20-0009

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

REPORT

Affiliate:  Forest Preserve Foundation 

Request:  Receive and File

Report Title:  Forest Preserve Foundation 2019 Annual Report  

Report Period:  January 2019 - December 2019  

Summary:  The mission of the Forest Preserve Foundation (the “Foundation”) is to engage in protecting 

and restoring the treasured natural habitats of the Forest Preserves of Cook County and to enhance the 

outdoor experiences of all communities.  It does this by encouraging and administering private gifts to 

further the Forest Preserves of Cook County mission and goals.

Over its lifetime, the Foundation has made grants totaling $1.8 million toward its primary goal: increasing 

access for all to the Forest Preserves of Cook County.

20-0001

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

Department:  Department of Planning and Development

Other Part(ies):  Village of Hoffman Estates, Illinois   and the Hoffman Estates Park District 

Request:  Authority to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with the Village of Hoffman 

Estates, Illinois and the Hoffman Estates Park District
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Goods or Services:  The Village of Hoffman Estates and the Hoffman Estates Park District is 

requesting to design and construct a paved trail in the Poplar Creek Forest Preserve west of Route 59 to 

the CN railroad tracks 

Agreement Number(s):   N/A 

Agreement Period:  Date of full execution until 12/31/2023

Fiscal Impact:  Not to Exceed $51,313.98

License Fee: N/A

License Application Fee:  N/A

YELAR Fee: N/A

Tree Mitigation Fee: No trees are expected to be impacted, but otherwise waived. 

Accounts:  Trail Accounts 51009.560063, 51051.560063, 51056.560063, 51057.560063 and 51058.560063

District(s): 15 

Summary:  On September 10, 2013, the Forest Preserves of Cook County Board of Commissioners 

approved the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) request to enter into an 

intergovernmental agreement with the Village of Hoffman Estates (the “Village”)  and the Hoffman 

Estates Park District (the “Park District”)  to participate in the development of trail improvements 

connecting the Prairie Stone Business Park to the Poplar Creek loop trail in Northwest Cook County (the 

“2013 IGA”). The Forest Preserves was authorized to spend $84,531.00. Required authorizations to 

complete the project as designed were not received before the deadlines in the 2013 IGA. The Forest 

Preserves spent $20,898.52 under the 2013 IGA. 

The Forest Preserves now requests authority to enter into a new agreement with the Village and the Park 

District to jointly design and construct for the East-West portion of the original project which includes the 

paving of an existing ½-mile unpaved path through the Poplar Creek Forest Preserve from Route 59 west 

to the CN railroad tracks. 80% of the costs for this East-West portion of the project are anticipated to be 

covered by federal grant funds, with the remaining 20% of costs to be shared by the Forest Preserves, the 

Village, and the Park District. The Forest Preserves share under this new proposed intergovernmental 
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agreement is $72,212.50. However, the Forest Preserves is credited for the $20,898.52 paid under the 

2013 IGA so its final total cost is a not to exceed amount of $51,313.98. The Forest Preserves will assume 

responsibility for maintenance and operation of the segment of the project on Forest Preserves property. 

The final agreement is subject to legal review and approval.    

20-0002

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

Department:   Department of Planning and Development   

Other Part(ies):  Village of Brookfield, Illinois, Village of Riverside, Illinois, Village of Lyons, Illinois, 

Village of LaGrange Park, Illinois  

Request:  Request Authority for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to enter 

into an Intergovernmental Agreement (“IGA”) with the Villages of Brookfield, Riverside, Lyons and 

LaGrange Park (“The Villages”) to share costs

Goods or Services:  Phase I Engineering Study

Agreement Number(s):  N/A   

Agreement Period:   Two (2) years  

Fiscal Impact:  $16,000.00  

Accounts:  Consulting Management Services 51009.520860, 51051.520860, 51056.52860, 51057.520860 

and 51058.520860

District(s):  16, 17  

Summary:  The   Forest   Preserves of   Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) recently completed a   

feasibility   study   to   extend   the existing   paved   trails   at   26th   St.   and   1st Ave. to Ogden 

Ave./Cermak-Ottawa Woods.  The feasibility study identified   multiple alternatives that included both 

on-street and   off-street   options   for   further   Phase   I   engineering study and design.  It also included 

improved   access   to   the   Brookfield   Zoo   along 31st St. for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other 

non-motorized trail users. The Forest Preserves requests authority to enter into an intergovernmental 
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agreement with the Villages for a Phase I Engineering Study for routes that will enable future trail users to 

safely travel from the Salt Creek trail system to the Chicago Portage National Historic Site. 80% of 

project costs will be covered by state grant funds, the Forest Preserves will make a one-time contribution 

of $16,000.00, and the Villages will cover the remaining costs and expenses for the project. The Village of 

Brookfield will be the lead agency. 

By committing a portion of the estimated cost of the Phase I study the Forest Preserves will   contribute   

to   the   broader   goal   of   connecting   its   trails   with   these   surrounding communities and close a 

key segment depicted in the Northeastern Illinois Regional Greenways Plan. The final agreement is 

subject to legal review and approval. 

 

20-0003

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED CONTRACT AMENDMENT

Department(s):  Department of Permits, Rentals and Concessions

Vendor:  Go Ape Bemis Woods LLC (“Go Ape”), Frederick, Maryland

Request:  Authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to extend and 

amend contract 

Good(s) or Service(s):  Professional design, construction, operation, and maintenance services for an 

Aerial Adventure & Zipline Course (the “Course”)

Original Contract Period: 5/1/2014 - 5/1/2019; Board Approved Extension (9/8/2015) 5/2/2019 - 

5/1/2021

Proposed Contract Period Extension:  5/2/2021 - 6/30/2023, with three (3) one-year renewal options 

to be exercised at the discretion of the General Superintendent

Total Current Contract Amount Authority:  N/A (Revenue Generating). Go Ape has agreed to pay 

the Forest Preserves a $20,000.00 annual fee plus a tiered percentage of gross revenue generated at the 

Course

Original Approval:  10/7/2014
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Previous Increase(s):  N/A

This Increase Requested:  N/A

Estimated Fiscal Impact:  N/A (Revenue Generating)

Accounts:  N/A

Contract Number(s):  14-40-405

Concurrences:

The Chief Financial Officer and Interim Chief Attorney have approved this item. 

District(s):  17

Summary:  In addition to extending the contract, the proposed amendment will allow Go Ape to pay their 

annual fee to the Forest Preserves in quarterly installments in exchange for an annual administrative fee, 

based on prime lending rates. It also adds the option for the Forest Preserves to charge a late fee and 

requires background checks for Go Ape staff who work with unaccompanied minors, as part of a broader 

Forest Preserves effort. In 2018, the Go Ape agreement generated $75,000.00 for the Forest Preserves. 

20-0005

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED AGREEMENT

Vendor:  Chicago River Canoe and Kayak, Evanston, Illinois

Request:  Requesting authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to 

enter into an agreement

Reason:  Contract 19-40-498 is a request for Boathouse Vendor Operations at the Busse Lake 

Boathouse. The selected vendor, Chicago River Canoe and Kayak, was the sole respondent to the RFP 

after an exhaustive outreach effort. Chicago River Canoe and Kayak has operated the Busse Lake 

Boathouse since 2014 and will continue to be responsible for maintaining and providing boat rentals and 

related concessions at the Busse Lake Boathouse.

Chicago River Canoe and Kayak has agreed to pay the Forest Preserves 5% of gross sales, plus the 

following annual fee per year.

FY 2020 $19,000.00; FY 2021 $19,000.00; FY 2022 $19,000.00; FY 2023 $21,000.00; FY 2024 
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$21,000.00; FY 2025 $22,000.00; FY 2026 $22,000.00

Contract period: 1/14/2020 - 12/31/2022; with two (2) two-year optional extensions to be exercised at 

the discretion of the General Superintendent.

Estimated Fiscal Impact: Revenue Generating 

Account(s): N/A

Concurrence(s):

The Chief Financial Officer and Interim Chief Attorney have approved this item.

District(s):  15

20-0006

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED AGREEMENT

Vendor:  Chicago River Canoe and Kayak, Evanston, Illinois

Request:  Requesting authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to 

enter into an agreement

Reason:  Contract 19-40-498 is a request for Boathouse Vendor Operations at the Tampier Lake 

Boathouse. The selected vendor, Chicago River Canoe and Kayak, was the sole respondent to the RFP 

after an exhaustive outreach effort. The previous vendor that operated the Tampier Lake Boathouse 

retired at the end of the 2019 season after many years of service. Chicago River Canoe and Kayak will 

be responsible for maintaining and providing boat rentals and related concessions at the Tampier Lake 

Boathouse.

Chicago River Canoe and Kayak has agreed to pay the Forest Preserves 5% of gross sales, plus the 

following annual fee per year: 

FY 2020 $10,000.00; FY 2021 $11,000.00; FY 2022 $11,000.00; FY 2023 $12,000.00; FY 2024 

$12,000.00; FY 2025 $13,000.00; FY 2026 $13,000.00

Contract period: 1/14/2020 - 12/31/2022; with two (2) two-year optional extensions to be exercised at 

the discretion of the General Superintendent.

Estimated Fiscal Impact: Revenue Generating 

Account(s): N/A 
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Concurrence(s):

The Chief Financial Officer and Interim Chief Attorney have approved this item.

District(s):  17

20-0008

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

Department:  Department of Planning and Development   

Other Part(ies):  Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (“MWRD”)  

Request:  Authorization to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (“IGA”) with MWRD for 

reconstruction and maintenance of the McCook levee. 

Goods or Services:  MWRD proposes to improve, raise, and maintain the McCook Levee on the west 

side of the Des Plaines River from 45th Street downstream to the railroad in Ottawa Trail Woods. This 

project will require the grant of a permanent easement from the Forest Preserves to MWRD. 

Agreement Number(s):  N/A   

Agreement Period:  Continuous  

Fiscal Impact:  None 

Accounts:  N/A 

District(s):  16  

Summary:  MWRD proposes to repair, rehabilitate, and replace a levee along the west side of the Des 

Plaines River from 45th Street to Lawndale Avenue, known as the McCook Levee, to protect commercial 

and residential structures from flooding. MWRD will complete the proposed work and assume future 

maintenance responsibility for the levee pursuant to an agreement for project design and construction with 

the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the proposed IGA. The proposed 3.58-acre 

permanent easement will provide access and right of entry to MWRD and the Corps for the construction, 

Page 11 of 18



January 14, 2020FPD Board of Commissioners BOARD AGENDA

operation and maintenance of the levee on Forest Preserves property. Under the IGA, the Forest 

Preserves will have record keeping and reporting obligations, as well as use restrictions, in relation to 

MWRD funding certain improvements with bond funds. 

A two-block portion of the Salt Creek Trail will be closed and temporary access to an on-street detour 

provided during the construction period. Tree mitigation and other fees will be waived for MWRD 

consistent with a Memorandum of Understanding providing for mutual waiver of fees between MWRD 

and the Forest Preserves approved on May 11, 2017. The Forest Preserves may also grant MWRD and 

the Corps waivers to applicable work-hour limits and truck-traffic restrictions upon written request. The 

proposed IGA is subject to final review and approval by the Forest Preserves’ Legal Department.  

20-0010

Presented by:  ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

REPORT

Department:  Department of Finance and Administration  

Request:  Receive and File 

Report Title:  Procurement and Disbursements Report 

Report Period:  11/1/2019 - 11/30/2019  

Summary:  Submitting the Procurement and Disbursements Report for the period of November 2019.  

The report is to be received and filed in compliance with Section 1-8-2 (BB) of the District’s Code of 

Ordinances.  

20-0011

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED AUTHORITY TO EXERCISE CONTRACT EXTENSION OPTION

Department(s):  Department of Facilities and Fleet Maintenance

Vendor:  Constellation New Energy, Inc. (f/k/a Constellation Energy Services, Inc.), Chicago, Illinois

Request:  Authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to extend and 
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increase this contract

. 

Good(s) or Service(s):  Delivery of Districtwide Electricity

Original Contract Period:  11/20/2015 - 12/31/2018; Administrative Extension 1/1/2019 through 

12/31/2019

Proposed Contract Period Extension:  1/1/2020, retroactive - 12/31/2020 

Total Current Contract Amount Authority:  $675,000.00

Original Approval:  11/17/2015

Previous Increase(s):  N/A 

This Increase Requested:  $425,000.00

Estimated Fiscal Impact:  $425,000.00

Accounts:  Electricity and Natural Gas 51001.540024 

Contract Number(s):  1428-13749

Concurrences:

The Chief Financial Officer and Interim Chief Attorney have approved this item. 

The Vendor has met the Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprise Ordinance via direct 

participation.

Summary:  On 4/29/2015, the Cook County Board approved a contract with Constellation Energy 

Services (Contract No. 1428-13749) (the “County Contract”).  On 11/17/2015, the Forest Preserves 

Board approved the Forest Preserves piggybacking off the County Contract.

On 2/7/2018, the Cook County Board approved an increase and consolidation of two (2) one-year renewal 

options to provide for the continuation of the supply and delivery of electricity under the County Contract. 

The County Contract was extended until 12/31/2020. The Forest Preserves would like to continue to 

piggyback off the County Contract through 12/31/2020 by exercising the second of two (2) one-year 

renewal options. The Forest Preserves is also requesting authority to increase the contract as additional 

electric accounts have been added that were not included in the original estimate from 2015 and the Forest 
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Preserves intends to purchase Renewable Energy Credits (RECs).

20-0014

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED AUTHORITY TO EXERCISE CONTRACT EXTENSION OPTION

Department(s):  Department of Finance and Administration 

Vendor:  Ask Reply, Inc., d/b/a B2GNow, Phoenix, Arizona  

Request:  Authorization for the Forest Preserves of Cook County (the “Forest Preserves”) to extend 

contract  

Good(s) or Service(s):  Diversity Management Monitoring System 

Original Contract Period:  1/1/2016 - 12/31/2018; Administrative Extension 1/1/2019 - 12/31/2019  

Proposed Contract Period Extension:  1/1/2020, retroactive - 12/31/2020  

Total Current Contract Amount Authority:   $71,575.00

Original Approval:  11/17/2015, $71,575.00

Previous Increase(s):  N/A 

This Increase Requested:  N/A

Estimated Fiscal Impact:  N/A 

Accounts:  Professional Services 51001.520830

Contract Number(s):  15-20-002

Concurrences:

The Chief Financial Officer and Interim Chief Attorney have approved this item. 

The vendor has met the Minority- and Women-owned Business Enterprise Ordinance via direct 

participation.
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District(s): Districtwide

Summary:  B2GNow provides a web-based diversity management system that monitors contract 

compliance with respect to the Forest Preserves Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprise 

ordinance provisions. Cook County utilizes the same vendor via contract number 1944-17880 (approved 

11/21/2019). The Forest Preserves is seeking to exercise the second of two (2) one-year extension 

options. This is a sole source procurement. 

20-0015

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent

PROPOSED CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Department:  Conservation and Experiential Programming   

Summary:  Forest Preserves of Cook County Calendar- 1/14/2020 - 2/25/2020

Throughout the winter (when there’s snow) 

Snowshoes

Snowshoes are available at all nature centers when snow is 4” or greater. Equipment is limited and is 

loaned with no charge on a first come, first serve basis. Driver’s license required. 

Cross-country Skiing and Ski Rental

Starting December 21, as soon as conditions are skiable (frozen ground and 5” snow), Sagawau Nordic is 

open from 9am - 4pm. Trails will be open and groomed as snow conditions permit and could include a late 

start or an early finish. Watch our Facebook page and call 630-257-2045 for the most up-to-date 

trail conditions.

Ski Equipment Rental

Rentals available from 9 am-2 pm daily. Equipment must be returned by 3:45 pm. Rental package includes 

skis, bindings, boots and poles. Classic and skate skis available. All children and adult sizes. Visit Forest 

Preserves website for rental fees. Groups of 10 or more, Monday through Friday only. Schedule in 

advance.

Friday, 1/24; 7pm

Winter Campfire and Night Hike, Camp Shabbona Woods, South Holland

Enjoy a brisk walk through the woods and warm up around the campfire with s’mores and hot coco. 

Registration required.

Saturday, 1/25; 11am - 2pm 

Winter Exploration Day, Caldwell Woods, Chicago 

Embrace the cold while discovering something new in the Preserves! Find your way using a compass, 
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follow local animal tracks, and more. For an added bonus, warm up by the indoor fire and make s’mores. 

Snowshoeing and sledding available weather permitting.   

Sunday, 1/26; 1pm

Owl Investigations, Crabtree Nature Center, Barrington Hills 

Learn about owls and their amazing adaptations while dissecting an owl pellet and making an owl craft.

Sunday, 1/26; 10am

Hike the Preserves-Fitness Hike, Country Lane Woods, Willow Springs

Get some exercise, meet new people, and learn about your local Forest Preserves out on the trails. 

Sunday, 1/26; 1pm

Green Fire Viewing, Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, Lemont

The one-hour documentary traces legendary conservationist Aldo Leopold’s personal journey to develop 

an ethical relationship between people and nature.

Friday, 1/31; 10am - 12pm

Conservation@Home: Native Landscape Design, River Trail Nature Center, Northbrook

U of I Extension staff and volunteers will teach simple design principles for using native plants in the home 

garden. Registration required by 1/24.

Saturday, 2/1; 6am - 9am

Sunrise Nature Photography, River Trail Nature Center, Northbrook

An outdoor workshop focusing on amazing winter scenes. Adults & teens only. Registration required by 

1/30. Location provided upon registration.

Saturday, 2/1; 4:30pm

Superbowl, Killdeer Wetlands, Tinley Park

Enjoy pre-Super Bowl Sunday birding festivities. Bird guides, warm drinks, and snacks provided. Hosted 

by friends of Bartel Grassland and Audubon Great Lakes. Visit Audubon website for more details.

Saturday, 2/1; 1:30pm - 3:30pm

Prairie Wolf Party, Little Red Schoolhouse, Willow Springs

While winter winds down, the prairie wolves prowl. Complete canine crafts and take a mammal march on 

our trails to search for signs of coyote. Ages 4-10 with caregiver. Limit 12 children. Registration 

required.

Saturday, 2/8; 10am - 2pm

Tree Cookie Painting, Sand Ridge Nature Center, South Holland

Take in the last scenes of winter and paint them on take-home tree cookies.

Saturday, 2/8; 12pm - 3pm

Winter Exploration Day, Thatcher Woods Pavilion, River Forest

Learn to navigate using new-found orienteering skills, make a craft using natural materials, track animals, 
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and learn photography skills. In partnership with the Twin Lakes District Cub Scouts. Snowshoeing will 

be offered, conditions permitting.

Saturday, 2/15; 1pm

Sagawau Art: Painting Nature, Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, Lemont

Start your artistic journey here.  Ages 14 and up. Registration required.  

Saturday, 2/15; 1pm 

Warm Hearts, Cold Noses Hike, Trailside Museum, River Forest

Go for a guided nature walk to learn about love in the animal world. Registration required. Ages 18 and 

up.

Sunday, 2/16; 10am - 3pm 

Nature Play Date: Lincoln Logs, Sand Ridge Nature Center, South Holland

Kids are encouraged to use their imagination and create using these iconic toys and other loose parts.

Monday, 2/17; 1pm

Species Spotlight, Crabtree Nature Center, Barrington Hills 

We are never sure what nature will show us on a day to day basis. We will surprise you with a featured 

animal encounter! 

Friday, 2/21; 6:30pm

Our Transient Nature: A History of the Sand Ridge Campus and Calumet Region, Sand Ridge 

Nature Center, South Holland

Discover the history of the Sand Ridge Campus through the lens of people and wildlife’s movement within 

it.

Saturday, 2/22; 12pm - 2pm

Winter Wellness, Rolling Knolls, Elgin

Don’t let the cold weather get you down! Tune into nature with a guided meditation for stress-reduction 

and relaxation lead by Gail Borden Public Library. Registration required.   

Saturday, 2/22; 9am

Bird N' Bagel, Trailside Museum, River Forest      

Learn about birds at the feeder with John Elliott of Chicago Audubon, sip hot drinks and nosh on bagels. 

Afterwards, take a short bird walk. Registration required. 

Saturday, 2/22; 10am - 12pm

Canned Heat the Chicago Way: Hot Giardiniera, Dan Ryan Woods, Chicago 

Learn about the history of food canning and how to make Giardiniera. Participants will leave with their 

own homemade giardiniera. Offered in partnership with Urban Growers Collaborative. Registration 

required.

Saturday, 2/22; Hikes at 11am and 2pm
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Black History Month: Underground Railroad Hikes, Sand Ridge Nature Center, South Holland

Join us on a narrated journey that follows the Underground Railroad route in the Calumet Region during 

the mid-1800’s.

Saturday, 2/22; 6pm

Starry Night, Crabtree Nature Center, Barrington Hills  

Join us along with the Northwest Suburban Astronomers as we scan the skies for celestial objects. 

Registration required.

Sunday, 2/23; 1pm

African American Leaders in Conservation: Essay Contest Winners, Little Red Schoolhouse, 

Willow Springs

Learn about African Americans leaders in the conservation movement. Youth will read their winning 

entries in our newest Essay Contest. Get more information of how to participate in the contest at LRSH or 

at our website.

Sunday, 2/23; 1pm

Sagawau Science: Winter Insects, Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, Lemont

Believe it or not, some insects are active through the winter. We will go out and search for these 

cold-hearty survivors. Ages 14 and up. Registration required...end
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FPD Board of Commissioners BOARD AGENDA JANUARY 14, 2020 
 

 

COMMITTEE ITEMS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION 
 

 

RULES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 1/14/2020 

20-0108 JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS special meeting held on 12/17/2019 
 

________________________ 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF 1/14/2020 

 

20-0103 RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE (LITIGATION) 

Finance Subcommittee Meeting on Litigation – 12/17/2019 

 

19-0517 RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE (WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION) 

Finance Subcommittee Meeting on Workers’ Compensation – 12/17/2019 

 

20-0016 PROPOSED BID RECOMMENDATION, Industrial Fence, Inc 

 

20-0017 REPORT Corporate Fund Analysis of Revenue and Expenditures 1/1/2019 – 11/30/2019 
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