
 
 

Forest Preserve District of Cook County 

Board of Commissioners 

 
Minutes of the Finance Committee 

 

Tuesday, December 12, 2023 9:30 AM Cook County Building, Board Room, 

118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 
Present: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

 
REMOTE PARTICIPATION 

 
 

A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  SCOTT  R.  BRITTON,  seconded  by  Vice  Chairperson 

DENNIS DEER, to approve remote participation. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

 
There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  committee  or  subcommittee  of  the  Forest  Preserve  District  of 

Cook County Board of Commissioners at the date, time and location listed above. 

 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

 
 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 11/14/2023 9:30am 
 

Attachments: fpd finance minutes 11-14-2023 SIGNED 

 

A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Britton,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Quezada,  to  approve 

23-0632. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

https://fpdcc.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8182fc25-fef9-48b5-9ba6-97568e9de70f.pdf
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Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Approval of the minutes from the meeting of 11/14/2023 9:45am 
 

Attachments: fpd special finance minutes 11-14-2023 SIGNED 

 

A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Britton,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Trevor,  to  approve 

23-0639. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

https://fpdcc.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7501f451-2420-4fed-9a75-b5c205c111d8.pdf
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

 

OUTSIDE COUNSEL AND LEGAL FEES 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Forest Preserve District of Cook County Board of Commissioners, that Title 

1, Chapter 19, Section 1-19-1 - OUTSIDE COUNSEL AND LEGAL FEES, Sections E (1), (2), and (4) 

of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as Follows: 

 

Sec. 1-19-1 

 

E. Fees, Expenses, and Rates 

 

1. Fees and Expenses. Outside Counsel shall be paid reasonable fees and costs based 

on the type and nature of the case. Such fees and costs shall conform to the fees and 

costs authorized under this Section. Outside Counsel must pay for all expenses in 

advance unless otherwise expressly directed by the court or the Chief Attorney or 

Responsible Attorney. Reimbursement of expenses shall be requested as part of 

Outside Counsel’s invoices. Expenses shall be reimbursed as follows:  

 
a. Photocopying. Reasonable photocopying at actual cost, not to exceed ten 

cents ($0.10) per page. 

 
b. Messenger service. The use of messengers when there is a genuine need 

for expedited delivery at actual charges of a third-party vendor or, when an 

in-house firm messenger is used, at actual cost (not at the paralegal or legal 

assistant billing rate). 

 
c. Computerized research. Actual costs of reasonably necessary computerized 

research services. 

 
dc. Experts. The reasonable fees of qualified consulting and testifying experts 

retained to provide opinions necessary to the defense or prosecution of the 

litigation, except that all expert fees must be pre-approved by the Chief 

Attorney if they are anticipated to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

 
ed. Travel. Air travel expenses must not exceed the highest fare coach rate for 

the flight. Mileage expenses shall be at the Internal Revenue Service 

deductible rates. Hotels, car rental companies and airlines offering moderate 

prices and discounted corporate rates shall be used. Outside Counsel shall 

reduce the hourly rate charged by fifty (50) percent while an attorney or 

paraprofessional is traveling, unless legal work is being performed and is 
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documented. 

 
2. General business costs. Law firm overhead expenses including, but not limited to, 

rent, electricity, supplies, secretarial and support services, computer system expenses 

(including online legal research), overtime expenses, local telephone service and other 

similar expenses, shall be considered part of the Outside Counsel’s hourly rate.  

 
* * * 

4.  Invoices. Unless otherwise expressly directed by the court, Outside Counsel shall 

submit invoices for work performed on a periodic basis, no more frequently than 

monthly and no less frequently than quarterly. If the accumulated charges for the 

period are less than five hundred dollars ($500.00), the charges shall be included in 

the next periodic invoice. The time spent performing the chargeable services shall be 

recorded on a daily basis to the nearest 1/10th of an hour and shall be broken down in 

detail, describing the work performed by each individual during that time period. 

Invoices shall contain the amount charged for each attorney and paraprofessional, 

including the time, the hourly rate and summary total for each. Invoices shall itemize 

expenses according to categories including the following: photocopying, messenger 

service, computerized research, experts and travel. Invoices shall be paid subject to 

the approval of the Litigation Subcommittee and the District Board of Commissioners. 

For Non-Contested Matters, invoices totaling less than five thousand dollars 

($5,000.00) per such matter may be approved at the discretion of the Chief Attorney. 

 

 
Effective date: This ordinance amendment shall be in effect January 1, 2024 

 

Attachments: ABA Journal - Firms wave goodbye to charging for online 

research 

Outside Counsel and Legal Fees Ordinance 

 
 

A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Britton,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Stamps,  to  approve 

23-0553. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 
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Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE (LITIGATION) 

Finance Subcommittee Meeting on Litigation - 12/12/2023 

 

The Finance Subcommittee on Litigation met on the above listed date and recommends the following for 

approval: 

 
Proposed Settlements Approved Fiscal Year 2023 to Present: $55,000.00 

Proposed Settlements to Be Approved: $0.00 

 
Legal Fees Approved Fiscal Year 2023 to Present: $758,937.85 

Legal Fees for 12/12/2023 to Be Approved:  $61,526.86 

 
A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Britton,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Anaya,  to  approve 

23-0590. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE (WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION) 

 
Finance Subcommittee Meeting on Workers’ Compensation - 12/12/2023 

 

The Finance Subcommittee on Workers’ Compensation met on the above listed date and recommends the 

following for approval: 

 
Workers’ Compensation Claims approved Fiscal Year 2023 to present: $464,956.96 

Workers’ Compensation Claims to Be Approved:  $8,366.90 

Workers’ Compensation Lien Recovery approved Fiscal Year 2023 to present: $47,000.00 

Workers’ Compensation Lien Recovery to be Approved:   $0.00 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Morrison, seconded by Commissioner Britton, to 

approve 23-0591. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 
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Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

Presented by: ARNOLD RANDALL, General Superintendent 

 

REPORT 

 

Department: Department of Finance and Administration 

 

Request: Receive and File 

 

Report Title: Corporate Fund Analysis of Revenue and Expenditures 

 

Report Period: 1/1/2023 - 10/31/2023 

 

Summary: Detailed Fund Analysis of Revenue and Expenditures for October 2023. 
 

Attachments: Oct.23Budget Report1 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Degnen, seconded by Commissioner Miller, to 

recommend for receving and filing 23-0417. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

 
A  motion  was  made  by  Vice  Chairperson  DENNIS  DEER,  seconded  by  Commissioner  SCOTT 

R. BRITTON, that this was adjourn.. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Lowry, Deer, Aguilar, Anaya, Britton, Degnen, Gordon, Gainer, Miller, Morita, 

Morrison, Morrison, Quezada, Stamps and Trevor (15) 

Absent: Daley and Moore (2) 

https://fpdcc.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f1b7bf5a-383a-4a46-88ae-f3d448664bc8.pdf
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Secretary 

 

 

 

A complete record of this meeting is available at https://fpdcc.legistar.com. 


